future: revise the basics:
will, going to or present progressive?

future in the present We generally use present forms (present progressive or am/are/is going to)
when we can see the future in the present: we already see things coming or starting.

We prefer will (the most common form) when we are simply giving information about the future,
with no special reason for using present forms. Compare:

e I'm seeing Janet on Tuesday. (the arrangement exists now.)
I wonder if she’ll recognise me. (not talking about the present)
e We’re going to get a new car. (The decision already exists.)
I hope it will be better than the old one. (not talking about the present)

plans Be going to and the present progressive can both be used to talk about plans.
We use the present progressive mostly when the time and/or place are fixed. Compare:

I'm going to take a holiday some time soon.  Joe’s spending next week in France.
Emma’s going to study biology.  Phil’s starting work on Monday.

(| Rewrite the sentences, putting in expressions from the box and using the
present progressive. (Different answers are possible.)

for tomorrow’s concert  from March 1st  next month next week
nextyear on Saturday onTuesday thisevening tomorrow morning

» I'm going to play tennis with Andy.
Un playing tennis with Andy on Saturday).

1 We're going to see Sarah.

decisions We prefer be going to and the present progressive for decisions and plans (see above)
that exist in the present — they have already been made. We prefer will to announce decisions
as we make them. Compare:

‘We've got a lot of bills to pay. I know. I'm going to do them all on Monday’
“The plumber bill has just come in. ‘OK, I'll pay it
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» Putin I'll or I'm going to.

> Tvedecided. .. Q0ngto take a week off.

1 ‘Is Alice coming round?” ‘Wait a minute. .........cccoveiiiniiiiiininneenn. phone and ask her’
2 ‘Tveleft my money at home? ‘Again? OK. ......cooooviiiiiiiiiiiniiinnnnnnn. pay.

3 ‘Do you want to go for a walk?” No, .......ccooooiiiiiiiiiiniinn... get some work done’

4 Tvegotaheadachel “........cocoviiiigmuiiiinnniin.i. get you an aspirin’

I SR SR ALY Lt sell this car - it’s giving me nothing but trouble.

6 Can you answer the phone if it rings? ..., have a shower.

T asssmmetmmgessSaasai da S change my job soon.

8 ‘“Theresithedoorbelll s o sosvos somsnssnsonitamisinsion go!

predictions: what we expect We prefer going to when we can already see the future in the present:
we can see things coming or starting, or they are already planned. We prefer will to say what we
think or believe about the future. Compare:

Careful! The meat’s going to burn. (I can see it now.)
Don’t ask Pete to cook the steak — he’ll burn it. ('m sure, because I know him.)

We don’t use the present progressive to predict events which are outside our control.

It’s going to rain soon. BUT NOT Hsrainingsoon:

fg?the best form.

Clair/ will have a baby.

Perhaps I'm going to / I'll see you at the weekend.

Look at the sky: it going to / it will snow.

Look out - were going to / we’ll hit that car!

Ask John - he’s probably going to / he’ll probably know the answer.

Youd better put a coat on, or you're going to / you’ll get cold.

If you press this key, the computer is going to / will shut down.

You can see from Barbara’s face that there’s going to / there’ll be trouble.

It's no use telling Andy about your problems; he’s going to / he’ll tell everybody else.
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simple present We sometimes use the simple present to talk about the future; for instance when
we talk about timetables, routines and schedules.

The meeting starts at ten oclock. ~ What time does the train arrive in Paris?
My plane leaves from Heathrow.

We can also use the simple present to give and ask for instructions.
‘Where do I get an application form?’ You go to the main office on the second floor’
In other cases we don’t use the simple present in simple sentences to talk about the future.

Emma’s coming round later. (NOT Emmua-comes ... )  Ill write - I promise.
There’s the phone. I'll answer it. (NOT ... Fanswer:)

For the simple present with a future meaning after if, when etc, see pages 204 and 232.

;} Choose the best tense.

» The film@nds)/ will end at midnight. 5 The train isn’t direct — you change / will change
> 1 phone /Gvill phon@)you soon. at Manchester.
1 Istart/ will start dieting after Christmas. 6 My final exam is / will be in May.
2 Rob comes / is coming round after 7.00. 7 What time does / will the concert start?
3 Do you / Will you post my letters? 8 Iplay / am playing hockey tomorrow.
4 T have / will have a French class at 9.00
tomorrow.
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more about the present progressive, going to and will

spoken and written English Be going to and the present progressive are particularly common

in spoken English, as ways of talking about the future. This is because conversation is often about

future events that we can see coming, so present forms are natural. In written English, these forms are
less often used. Will is extremely common in writing, because written language tends to deal with less
immediate future events, when we do not see the future in the present. Will is also preferred when giving
information about impersonal, fixed arrangements — for example official itineraries. Compare:

We’re meeting Sandra at 6.00.
The President will arrive at the airport at 14.00. He will meet ...

pronunciation of going to. In informal speech, going to is often pronounced as /gona/.
This is often shown in writing as gonna.

Put the letters of the boxed expressions into the text.

A itwillbe B therewillbe C will beintroduced D will be presented
E will be welcomed F will castoff G will cover

H will play

I you will be

n a wildlife cruise with Wildlife
Worldwide, '... on a small
vessel (the vessels we work with
generally accommodate between
20 and 128 passengers), just enough
to be able to meet new people and
get to know them over the course of
the trip, and to be able to recognise
and greet all of the other passengers
onboard. Not so many that every
timeyou see aface?... beanew one!
On a wildlife cruise the vessels
have been specially adapted and

refitted to accommodate guests, -

since many of them were actually
research vessels in a former life. On
a wildlife cruise, 3... illustrated talks

and presentations throughout the

~ journey. These “... a whole range of

topics from birds and mammals, to

. geography, history and astronomy,

and they ... by the onboard guides
and experts who °... such an
important role in making your trip a
special one.

To begin with you ’... aboard
with a glass of champagne and a

bite to eat. The crew ... the boat,

and once you are under way you
9... to the captain and his crew.
Departures are generally late
afternoon/early evening. Passengers
are free to visit the ship’s bridge any

. time of the day or night.

Itis fascinating seeing how the ship’s
course is plotted, and to observe the
monitors of depth, wind speed and
- wave height! (Adapted from Oceans
Worldwide website.)

Put the letters of the boxed expressions into the text.

A going to be happy B goingtobethere C goingtosee D It'sgoingto be
E thereare goingto be F we're catching G we're leaving

e

Love from both to both
Jane
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Well, ... tomorrow, Sandra. .. amazing! It's quite a small boat — about 50 passengers, so
we'll soon get to know everybody. And °... half a dozen experts on this and that giving lectures
in the evenings, and going ashore with us and answering our stupid questions when we land.
Tony Soper’s “..., believe it or not, so the bird-watchers are °... ! And there’s a terrific woman
called Ingrid Visser who's red-hot on killer whales. I can’t remember the others, but I know
there’s a marine mammal expert, and an astronomer. And we're definitely °... whales —

lots and lots of whales, they’ve promised! Can’t wait!

Well, must go and pack —’... a very early flight. Looking forward to seeing you in July.
Prepare yourselves for a long photo evening!




shall and will In modern English I/we will and I/we shall can generally be used with no difference
of meaning. Will is more common, and shall is dying out. (In any case, the commonest forms in
speech are the contractions I'll and we'll.)

shall in questions In older English, shall was used to talk about obligation (rather like should).
This meaning still survives in first-person questions, where shall is used to ask for instructions or

suggestions, or offer services.
What time shall we come round?  Shall I take your coat?
Compare the use of will to ask for information:

What time will we get into London?

legal language Legal documents, such as contracts, often use shall to express obligation.

The hirer shall be responsible for maintenance of the vehicle. (from a car-hire contract)

.0 Putin shall or will,

1 Wherei v.ovimen voveessonemene swe e we go on The E;
holiday this year? s over shall, during the period of the
5 o iring, be responsible for: sunervisi £
CTE rivtnsmiom s LB AT I be this time e . pervision of the
P premises, the fabric and the contents; their
ne ?fea : L care, safety from damage however slight or
3 Sending out the invitations change of any sort; and the behaviour of ]
............................ be Jin's responsibility. persons using the premises whatever their
4 Thetenant.......coccveeveeeununen.... be wholly Cczf 3?1?; including proper supervision of
responsible for all decoration and repairs. malfe d;O (?g ;;mng:_fnents. The Hirer shal
a : :
Bt gl [ put the kettle on? S damf; g?;) ‘;f) iﬁ jamage (including
6 Whattime .......ccovvevvnvernnnnnn. I need to be fixtures, fittings or contentfzenrglizi ;);SEO ;he
. (6]
at the airport? contents. The Hirer shaj] not use the premises
T B Sonint csmiinsipiinspmishmsmmvrs I cook for flolr ?’I‘Y purpose other than that described i
supper? the Hiring Agreement and shall not allow the

Premises to be used
8 Howsoon .......occoevvnevinieenn.n. we hear o] for any un]
n any unlawfyl way nor

about the application?

awful purpose

For other (non-future) uses of will, see pages 65 and 72.

NOTES

different forms possible The differences between the three main structures used to talk about
the future are not always very clear-cut. Will and present forms (especially going to) are often both
possible in the same situation, when ‘present’ ideas like intention or fixed arrangement are a part
of the meaning but not very important. The choice of structure will depend on which part of the
meaning we want to emphasise. In the following examples all of the different forms would be correct,
with no important difference of meaning.
e What will you do next year?
What are you doing next year?
What are you going to do next year?
® All the family will be there.
All the family are going to be there.
e Ifyour mother comes, you'll have to help with the cooking,
If your mother comes, you're going to have to help with the cooking.
® You won't believe this.
You're not going to believe this.
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