


If we report what another person has
said, we usually do not use the speaker’s
exact words (direct speech), but reported
speech (indirect).
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When transforming statements, check whether
you have to change:

pronouns

present tense verbs (3rd person singular)
place and time expressions

tenses (backshift)

Reported Speech
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Example
direct speech
‘| speak English.”

English.reported speech

He said that he spoke English.



Past Perfect
_

Progressive forms
amfare|s asfyere

has heen had heen
had been




Drirect Speech

Simple Present
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e I STREINE.
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Past Continuons

f was feaeding fhe cal.
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RFeported Speech

Simple Past

She said she wasfed an fce-
CFE AL

Fast Contimuocus

SRe sxid & WS SirREiRE.
FPase Perfect

SHhe sxid e had seen the il
Fast Perfect

SHie sid Be Bad bought o mew
7L e dapyv Before.

Fast Perfect Contdnuous

He sxid e Aad been_feeding
Ll oo,

Conditional (YWould)

e swid Re wonldld give ber the
Booi the next oaon

Could

e said ehe conld dance very
.

Ilight

He saxid ke might go Lo school
Had to

She said he had fo do fns
Borpaveori




today

tonight

now
yesterday
... days ago
last week
next year

tomorrow

this

these

that day

that night

then

the day before/previous day

... days before

the week before/previous week
the following year

the next day / the following day




WHAT ARE YOU
SOING TO DO
IN JULYT

I THINK I WILL
TRAVEL WITH
MY PARENTS

WHY DO YOou
HAVE THAT
FACIFIERT

I SPOKE
FORTUSLIESE
IN CLASS, NOW
I HAVE TO
WEAR THAT .

HAVE YOl ALREADY
FINISHED YOllR
HOMEWORKT

OH, T FOREOT
ALL ABOUT IT

Create your owmn
tell your story



Rewrite the sentences in reported speech.
Change pronouns and time expressions where
necessary.

She said, "l am reading."
— She said that

They said, "We are busy."
— They said that

He said, "| know a better restaurant.”
— He said that

She said, "l woke up early."
— She said that

He said, "l will ring her.”
— He said that




= They said, "We have just arrived."

— They said that

He said, "l will clean the car."
— He said that

She said, "l did not say that."
— She said that

She said, "l don't know where my shoes
are."
— She said that

He said: "| won't tell anyone.”
— He said that




REPORTING QUESTIONS

"Where is my umbrella?" she asked.
— She asked

"How are you?" Martin asked us.
— Martin asked us

He asked, "Do | have to do it?"
— He asked

"Where have you been?" the mother asked her
daughter.
— The mother asked her daughter

"Which dress do you like best?" she asked her
boyfriend.
— She asked her boyfriend




"What are they doing?" she asked.
— She wanted to know

"Are you going to the cinema?" he asked me.
— He wanted to know

The teacher asked, "Who speaks English?”
— The teacher wanted to know

"How do you know that?" she asked me.
— She asked me

"Has Caron talked to Kevin?" my friend asked
me.
— My friend asked me




= When transforming questions,also note
that you have to:

= transform the question into an indirect
guestion

= use the interrogative or if / whether



Interrogative direct speech

“Why don’t you speak English?”
reported speech

He asked me why | didn’t speak English
Direct:

“Do you speak English?”

reported speech:

He asked me whether / if | spoke English.
Online quiz



https://www.englishclub.com/grammar/sentence/reported-speech-quiz.htm

