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Case Report

A 22-year-old man presented to the emergency depart-
ment after a taser injury. The patient was in an altercation
with law enforcement when he received a taser shot to his
forehead from approximately 6 feet away (Figures 1 and
2). The patient reported a loss of consciousness during the
event and complained of a headache, but was otherwise
neurologically intact with Glasgow Coma Scale score
of 15. Computed tomography imaging demonstrated a
taser barb invading the inner cortex of the right frontal
bone (Figures 3 and 4). The patient was admitted to the
neurosciences intensive care unit, where neurosurgery at-
tempted bedside removal (Figure 5). Bedside removal
failed, as part of the taser end piece remained, crossing
the inner table of the right frontal calvarium extending
slightly into the right frontal extra-axial space, and the
patient was taken to the operating room for complete re-
moval. Postoperatively, the patient made an unremarkable
and complete recovery.

Discussion

We present a case of penetrating intracranial taser in-
jury. Penetrating taser injuries to the head represent a
potentially dangerous scenario that usually requires op-
erative removal or bedside removal under sedation (1,2).

Figure 2. Image of patient with taser barb to forehead.

This case highlights the dangers of taser injuries to the
head causing cranial injury, while other reports have also
demonstrated injury causing seizures or ocular trauma
(3,4). Including our patient, most case reports demon-
strate full neurologic recovery of patients. As with our
case and multiple previous case reports, bedside removal
typically fails, as the taser lead generally breaks during
attempted removal, leaving part of the device embedded
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Figure 3. Axial view of taser barb invading the inner cortex of the right frontal bone.

Figure 4. Sagittal view of taser barb invading the inner cortex
of the right frontal bone.

in the cranial vault (1). However, there is at least one case
report of successful bedside removal (2).
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